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The paper will present preliminary findings from a pilot project conducted 2009-2010 as part of a 

larger, longitudinal study of students’ writing in the disciplines from grade 9 through grade 12. The 

empirical focus of the pilot project is grade 9 (students aged 15). 

The study brings together two theoretical perspectives. One is socio-cultural writing theory 

(Vygotsky 1986, Wertsch 1998), the other is the ‘discursive turn’ in disciplinary didactics (Ongstad 

2006, Lemke 1990). Methodologically the study is inspired by New Literacy Studies (Barton 1994, 

Street 2005) in its ethnographic approach and in the understanding of literacies as social practices. 

The aim of the study is to create new knowledge about students’ learning subjects through writing 

and learning writing through subjects and to examine the ways in which they develop writing 

competence through their secondary education.  

The research question guiding the pilot project focuses on literacy events (Barton 1994) and writing 

activities in three grade 9 classes located at different schools, asking which writing practices are 

found, how students respond to these, and how they relate to students’ out of school literacy 

practices. The data consist in participant observations, assignments, student writing, semi-structured 

teacher and student interviews and a student questionnaire.  

Preliminary findings show expected differences in the writing practices of specific subjects, but also 

variations at student level and between the three school cases which call for further analytical 

categories and distinctions.  

In the presentation we shall focus on an apparently related distinctions between 

1. school initiated and student initiated writing 

2. knowledge reproductive and knowledge productive writing.  

Observations indicated a predominance of reproductive writing, In one school case, however, more 

instances of knowledge production were seen, apparently related to the integration of the digital 

media used by students in their out of school writing.  

Interview indicated that school and out of school writing served different purposes for the students. 

Whereas school writing appeared mainly to serve strategic and ritual functions, out of school 

writing served communicative functions (Berge 1988), in some cases tied to fairly advanced 

communication in computer games.   

A tentative question is whether students’ out of school writing practices may put a pressure for 

more knowledge production on Danish school writing. 
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