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Two models 



Writer Identity and RE 

• Analyzing the writer identity of  the 

students in upper secondary school … 

• Is that relevant when it comes to (a 

non-cofessional) RE? 

• Is it relevant in a Bildung-perspective? 

• Why? 

 



From Maria’s Assignment 

• “Kennett Petersen is pleased with his new structure of  
plausibility. Following a wild youth he needed a certain 
control and top-down management. For instance it 
suits him fine that Islam forbids his drinking alcohol. 
Had he had a free choice, everything would have 
escalated. Thanks to Islam he got his life under control: 
“religion is the basis of  my life”. Furthermore he seems 
extremely committed, he works hard for the 
community, and he is reading the Quran in the Arabic 
language even though his mother tongue is Danish!” 

• Academic concepts highlighted.  
Red = concepts from the theory on conversion gone over.  
Blue = concepts on Islam.  
Green = concepts addressing questions significant for the convert. 

 



From Maria’s Assignment 

• “In a sense it is surprising that exactly these two 

guys (Maria refers to another convert – a well 

known Danish imam) have chosen to convert to 

Islam - a religion with very fixed rules. Neither 

of  the gentlemen used to be paragons of  virtue; 

quite the contrary! A fantastic proverb describes 

a case like this: “When the Devil grows old, he 

will enter a monastery” …” 

 



From an interview with ”Mette” 

•  “Yes, … The Culture and Social Science Group of  
Subjects… is relevant, because it give me a lot  of  
knowledge about how things have been, how they 
may be are now, which allows me to be attentive 
when it comes to how things will be. And suddenly 
I can better understand what is written in the 
papers, or what they are saying on the radio and on 
television or the like. And maybe I am now even 
better equipped when discussing these things with 
my peers.” 

 



Identity and Bildung 

• The students position themselves in a asymmetric relationship to 
the teachers (autobiographical self) 

• They are imitating the voices of  the textbooks (discoursal self) 

• They are ascribing authority to the textbooks (self  as author) 

 

• ”Identity without identification” (James Paul Gee) 

• The instructionally transformed subject writing culture of  RE of  
the two schools seems to privilege the writing practice of  
“storing and structuring given knowledge”  

• Thus, it seems like the writing culture of  RE in my two cases do 
not enhance the-global-citizen-discourse of  the curricula 


