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The Cistercian abbey of Ter Doest, founded in 1175 and located in the old county of Flanders, 

had privileged relations with the Scandinavian countries, and was a critical link for 

interactions between Scandinavia and the rest of Europe. Its location, close to the sea and the 

important harbor of Bruges, probably played a major role in developing close contacts 

between the Flemish Cistercians and the Scandinavian clergy. Actually, it seems that the 

ecclesiastics from the Northern countries were used to calling at Bruges and to staying in Ter 

Doest, when travelling to Rome, the Holy Land, or Burgundy in order to attend the General 

Chapter of the Cistercian Order. It is likely that these repeated passages at the monastery 

generated an atmosphere of confidence between the Flemish monks and the Danish, Swedish 

and Norwegian clerks. 

These relations are revealed by numerous archives of Ter Doest, which are kept at the Great 

Seminary of Bruges, settled in the buildings of the Cistercian Dunes Abbey. In addition to 

these documents, two funeral inscriptions attest the death at Ter Doest of important 

Scandinavian ecclesiastical personalities who were buried there. All the indications 

supporting these relations are from the thirteenth century when the abbey was at its golden 

age. It is worth noting that the relations between the Flemish abbey and the Scandinavian 

world went through three phases: a Danish period (1218-1266), a Swedish period (1273-1283) 

and finally a Norwegian one (1282-1300). 

The documents stress that the monks of Ter Doest had relations with the Scandinavian 

Episcopal milieu in general as well as with Danish and Swedish Cistercian abbeys. Often, 

indeed, the abbey of Ter Doest played the role of an intermediary for the Scandinavian clergy 

who entrusted it considerable sums of money intended for Rome, or personal items while 

travelling further. It is of interest that pure financial transactions of Denmark also went 

through the canal of Danish Cistercian monasteries and the abbey of Ter Doest, although 

these transactions were without any relation with monastic issues. 


