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 There are things in life that wait for you and things 
that you wait for. And in those little gaps between the two, 
there are moments of pure and utter, sincere joy. It 
manifests in the waiting line, or on the computer tab or 
letter that have never been sent. It is hanging from the 
clouds while the sun is setting into the dusk. Dragging 
along through the rain on the sleeve of your coat. Dingles 
in the morning sun while you are having your lazy Sunday 
coffee and forgetting to stir the sugar in the cup. 

 Moments that teach you to be grateful for the 
human web that you are somehow part of. Connections 
and chances to be seen. Really seen. No matter how 
strong you try to hide it. And to be heard and when a 
stranger holds your hand, just feel the continuity in simple 
things. As after all that has been said and done, we are all 
strangers in life and it all depends how long we manage to 
stay close enough to each other. 

 And, yes, it’s most probably the myth of Sisyphus 
and it’s things we can rarely change or influence and it’s 
only the illusion of the freedom and the freedom of choice. 
Yet, when I close my eyes, even for a moment in time, I 
can feel the essence that the real things are always with 
me. Real encounters that have nothing to do with what 
you do or where you will wake up the morning after. It’s all 
as if we were living against the looking glass and watching 
it all backwards. 

by Evelina Kvartunaite 

 
“A good head  

and a good heart  
are always a 
formidable 

combination.”  
 Nelson Mandela, 1918-2013, South African 

anti-apartheid revolutionary, politician.  
 
  

January 8th @ 19.00 
The International Club’s 

Dinner of the month 
Meet new people and try excellent 

Italian cuisine at our monthly dinner. 
Simoncini Restaurant  

(Vestergade 70, 5000 Odense C).  
Have dinner with your fellow 

internationals and make some new 
friends. Sign up as soon as possible to 

enjoy the dinner of the month at 
sgg@sdu.dk 
 Price: 150 kr.  

(one course/one glass of wine) 
 
 

January 11th, 12th @ 11.00 
IC Sport 

SDU Friendly Indoors 
Football Championship  

With the support of the Vice 
Chancellor´s Office and the SDU 

International  Club, we would like to 
invite all of you to the special SDU 

Friendly Indoors Football Championship 
in Hall 2, SDU Sports Faculty. 

Form your teams and contact us at 
mrsa@sdu.dk as soon as possible to 

participate.  
 Remember: Female and/or mixed 

teams are very welcome! 
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January 15th @ 18.00 
 SDU International women’s 

network - Vegetarian pot luck 
Would you like to help create an SDU women’s 

network? Gabriela has invited us to her house to 
discuss networking, work/life balance and other 
interesting issues over dinner. Continuing in the 

scrumptuous tradition of the past vegetarian 
evenings, please bring a dish to share for 4 people 

(and your own drinks).  Hostess: Gabriela   
Sign up at sgg@sdu.dk 

 
 
 

January 30th @ 19.00  
A Splendid Night  
in the new year! 

 Fantastic dinner and  
wonderful concert 

with the Odense Symphony Orchestra at Carl Nielsen 
Sal, Odense Koncerthus 

 
Stalingrad symphony 

Great Russian music: Odense Symphony Orchestra’s 
chief conductor Alexander Vedernikov conducts 

Shostakovich's Symphony No. 8. This symphony, 
along with No. 7 and No. 9, are called the ‘war 

symphonies’, where the composer portrays the siege 
of Stalingrad with the whole orchestra device. The 

evening's soloist, Boris Brovtsyn belongs to the new 
generation of young star violinists. He often plays 

along with internationally renowned names, such as 
Janine Jansen and Maxim Rysanov. 

 
Conductor: Alexander Vedernikov 

Soloist: Boris Brovtsyn, violin 
Igor Stravinskij: Violin concerto 

Dmitrij Sjostakovitj: Symphony no. 8 
 

Price: - Group discount ticket kr. 190,00,-    
            - Phd/student ticket kr. 130,00,-  

 
 Fairy tale dinner in H.C. Andersen’s quarter. 

For those interested in joining us for dinner before 
the concert in the restaurant “Under Lindetræ”, please 

sign up at sgg@sdu.dk. 
 

There will be an a la carte menu, so you can decide 
what to have. Please check menu ideas at 

http://www.underlindetraet.dk/forside.aspx 
 

Note: Feel free to come to the concert and/or dinner. 
Registrations now at sgg@sdu.dk 

 
  

Join us for this exceptional evening! 
  

For further information to: 
icnewsletter_odense@yahoo.com 

 IC Newsletter’s Staff: Evelina Kvartunaite, Editor and Design; Lorna Campbell, Proofreading. 

It doesn’t interest me if there is one God 
or many gods. 
I want to know if you belong or feel 
abandoned. 
If you know despair or can see it in others. 
I want to know 
if you are prepared to live in the world 
with its harsh need 
to change you. If you can look back 
with firm eyes 
saying this is where I stand. I want to know 
if you know 
how to melt into that fierce heat of living 
falling toward 
the center of your longing. I want to know 
if you are willing 
to live, day by day, with the consequence 
of love 
and the bitter 
unwanted passion of your sure defeat. 
I have heard, in that fierce embrace, even 
the gods speak of God. 
– David Whyte 
from Fire in the Earth 
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