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The study and the presentation 

 The abstract has a focus on two male students and 

their development as writers in upper secondary 

school. 

 

 The presentation, however, narrows the scope to 

deal only with  

 student notes from one of the students, Rasmus 
(who by the way has chanced his name from Christian) 

 Rasmus is attending the Higher Commercial 

Examination Programme (hhx)  
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Why study student notes? 

A prominent issue in student talks about school writing 

during the transition from lower to higher secondary school. 

Thereafter the issue loose its prominence. 
 

a) suggesting students are experiencing important new 

challenges related to notes in their transition period 
 

b) suggesting that students use notes in new ways and for 

new purposes 
 

c) suggesting that student notes be examined as an 

identification target related to the transition 
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The transition from lower to higher 

secondary school 

 

In short, 

 it’s a goodbye to the childrens school focusing on the 

individual, and 

 a hello to the subject oriented school, challenging the 

students to revise their self image and to seek new 

identification targets 
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The analytical frame 
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The analytical frame - further 

Textual analysis Discursive analysis 

  

Social analysis 

Analysis: 

Textual signs of 

actual note 

taking/making.  

  

  

 

Empirical evidence: 

Student notes as 

texts 

Analysis: 

Identifications in and 

by taking/making 

notes 

Discursive functions of 

taking/making notes 

 

Empirical evidence: 

Interviews (talk 

around text) 

Observations  

Analysis: 

Positioning in the 

classroom and 

towards the teacher 

Social functions of 

taking/making notes 

 

Empirical evidence: 

Observations and 

interviews 
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Note made by Rasmus during one lesson 

in business economics 
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 Analytical tool: 

Taking or making notes? 

 Note taking, meaning students writing what the teacher 

more or less tells them to write, or students copying the 

teacher’s writings on the blackboard and the like  
 

 Note making, meaning students’ construction of 

independent notes on their own will and initiative 
 

 The taking/making distinction is important because it 

addresses the question of whose note it is and thereby the 

causes and motives for producing it 
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The distinction was suggested by Gunther Kress at a WLLW-symposium, September 2013 
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Analytical tool: 

In-texts or out texts? 

 In-texts meant for private use only (they are not for the 

teacher or anybody else to see), writing to one self 
 

 Out-texts, writing to a public i.e. a teacher, writing to others 
 

 Viewed as texts student notes are assumed to be in-texts 
 

 Viewed as acts, note taking/making is maybe not strictly for 

private use. The act is visible in the classroom and therefore 

can be expected to have social/positioning functions 
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The distinction  in-text vs. out-text is from Caroline Liberg (2008) 
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Student notes as texts 

 
 As texts, student notes are oddly disjointed 

and minimalistic;  they are often 
 scarce on words,  

 even wordless,  

 half written,  

 without narratives,  

 broken in composition and  

 with other characteristics making them utterly uninteresting 

and often meaningless for an outsider to read 
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A glimpse of Rasmus’ motivation and 

identification as a beginner in the gymnasium  

T:    Anything else you think is different?                                                                                                           

R:    No, except for new subjects  

T:    New subjects, of course, what about new subjects?                                                                            

R:    They are incredibly exiting                                                                                                                                  

T:    Can you mention some?                                                                                                                               

R: ....Business economics, marketing and it                                                                                                               

T:   . These are the ones you like the best?                                                                                                               

R: ....Yes, and it’s a different kind of mathematics                                                                                      

    (Interview Rasmus 26.08.10) 
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Rasmus takes and makes notes 
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T:    Do you pick from the textbook and write it …                                                                                                                                                                           

R:    Some things – and then I use my own words. It’s more of a       

….  mixture, when I write                          

T:    A mixture of the words from the textbook and your own words?                                                       

R:    Yes                                                                                                                                                                               

T:    Why do you mix?                                                                                                                                           

R:    Because it can be difficult, at times, to reformulate a good ……  

….  sentence.                                                

T:    I understand, but why don’t you use the good sentence, then? …  

…..  Why don’t you just take it?                   

R:    Well… maybe I want to clarify something – something the  … … 

…...teacher has said. Besides, if we have something specific, then  

…...clarify it a bit. Then I write it with my own words.                                 
…………………………………………………………  (Interview Rasmus 29.09.10) 
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Circle illustrating Rasmus has 

marked the task to prepared/looked 

at for the coming lesson 
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Rasmus’ handwriting:  ‘Share’ in 

connection to four of the bullets and 

‘Stake/Share’ in connection to one bullet 
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Rasmus in handwriting:  

a) The philosophy of Grossman ltd is relatively shareholder-

inspired, since it includes wants to allocate a bonus of 10% of 

its profits to employees. This is strongly inspired by USA, as 

the share-holder-value stronghold 
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Rasmus in handwriting:  

a) The philosophy of Grossman ltd is relatively shareholder-

inspired, since it includes wants to allocate a bonus of 10% of 

its profits to employees. This is strongly inspired by USA, as 

the share-holder-value stronghold 
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Rasmus in handwriting:  

d) Employees may be unhappy with that they now receive 

some form of performance pay. Shareholders may be 

annoyed that in a period they receive a lower yield, but they 

get more in the end. 
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Rasmus in handwriting:  

d) Employees may be unhappy with that they now receive 

some form of performance pay. Shareholders may be 

annoyed that in a period they receive a lower yield, but they 

get more in the end. 

reluctant 
towards' 
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Presenting, listening 

and taking/making notes 

Ras:   In business economics we present and then we     
 listen to what he [the teacher] says. (…)                                                            
TSC:    You don’t write anything?                                                                                                                  
Ras:    Eerh  -  notes   

                (Interview Rasmus 29.09.10) 
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Note taking/making  

about facts and results 

TSC:  Writing in Danish composition requires simply more 

 thinking, or what?                                            

Ras:  Yes, in Danish composition I need to think more than in 

 socioeconomic subjects. You could say there is a kind of 

 factual result [in socioeconomic subjects] that I need to 

 find, and then come up with an interpretation of some of 

 these things.                            

             (Interview Rasmus 14.12.10) 
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Note taking/making  

on teacher or student initiative? 

TSC:  Are the teachers telling you to take notes, or is it 

 something you do by yourself?                   

Ras:  It’s something you definitely chose yourself.    

TSC:  Okay     

        (Interview Rasmus 29.09.10) 

Torben Spanget Christensen, WLLW 32 



Note taking/making  

on school or student initiative? 

TSC:  How is the exam going on?                                                                                                                   

Ras:  We have to talk about what we learned in this period, 

 and then present our business economic project.                                                                                                                                                       

TSC:  Is it an individual exam?                                                                                                                     

Ras:  Yes. It is individual, but we prepared it [the project] in 

 groups, and then we are examined individually.                                                                                                                                                                     

TSC:  And you have written some notes, I understand.  What if 

 you hadn’t but only had read the textbook?                                                                                                                                                                 

Ras:  Then I don’t quite know what to say at the presentation.              

      

            (Interview Rasmus 14.10.10) 
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