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Introduction 



Post-introduction – Norwegian 
waters 

• First recording in NEZ 
1977 

• Grey zone agreement 1978 
• Little happend until 1992 
• Heavy bycatch problems in 

gillnet fishery 
• Norwegian research 

started in 1993. 



Spreading in NEZ 
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Distribution in the Barents Sea 

•More off shore in REZ 
 
•Reintroductions inside 
Norway? 
 
•Bycatch in Italy !!! 
 
•Crab eradication 
regime west of 26o E 



Spreading - adults  
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North Cape 



Spreading - larvae 

North Cape Spawning sites 



Stock abundance and fishery 

199
3
199

4
199

5
199

6
199

7
199

8
199

9
200

0
200

1
200

2
200

3
200

4
200

5
200

6
200

7
200

8
200

9
201

0
201

1
201

2
201

3
201

4

Year

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

To
ns

Quota
Legal males

0

100

200

300

400

500

Num
ber of vessels



Ecosystem impacts 
Diet 



Ecosystem impacts 

   Epifauna – trawl and dredge  
     Infauna - grab 
     Sedimentprofile - SDI  
       

Changes -  1994 -2007 



Ecosystem impacts 
Changes -  1994 -2007 

Abundance and number of species 
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Ecosystem impacts 
Changes -  1994 -2008 

Abundances major groups
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Ecosystem impacts 
Structural changes 



Management history 

1960-1969: 
Introduction 

 

1977:  
First record in 

Norwegian 
waters 

1978:  
Russian and 
Norwegian 
agreement;  

NO FISHING 

1980’s:  
Increased 
bycatch 

problems in 
Norwegian 

waters 

1993:  
Joint Russian-

Norwegian 
Fishery 

Commission: 
Experimental 

fishery 

1994: 
Research fishery 

Joint 
management  and 

TAC 

2002: 
Commercial 

fishery in 
Norwegian zone 

 

2004: 
Western border 

established 

2007 
End of joint 

management 
between Russia 

and Norway 

2008: 
Exclusive national 

management 

No fishery (~30 years) Fishery (~20 years)  



Current management regime 

Parliament resolution (2007) 
Management aims: 
Long-term commercial harvest 
in a limited geographical area 
with TAC (total allowable catch) 
and restricted participation 

Limit spread of the crab and 
minimize crab abundance outside 
the commercial area 



Geographical division 
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Scientific and management “focus” 
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Thank you ! 
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