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Introduction 
Updated systematic reviews of clinical research are essential for rational decision making in health 
care and for guiding the planning of new research. The Cochrane Collaboration is a registered 
charity, founded in 1993. It’s major product, The Cochrane Library, contains more than 4,000 
regularly updated systematic reviews of interventions in health care.  
 
It is a fundamental right that information that is important to the citizens is transparent and 
available. Few things are more important than having access to reliable information about the 
benefits and harms of interventions for preventing and treating diseases. Half of the world's 
population has free access to Cochrane reviews and the other half has free access to abstracts of 
Cochrane reviews.  
 
Cochrane reviews are indexed in PubMed. In 2010, the impact factor of Cochrane reviews was 
6.2, which ranked in the top 10 of the 151 journals in the ISI category "Medicine, General & 
Internal."  
 
The Cochrane Collaboration engages more than 25,000 people. Its organisational structure is 
described at http://www.cochrane.org/.  
 
We report here the achievements of The Nordic Cochrane Centre for 2011 and the three review 
groups based in Denmark in relation to our Strategic Plan 2011-15. For general information about 
the centre, see http://www.cochrane.dk/. 
 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre was established on 13 October 1993. There are branches of the 
Centre in Finland and Norway and contact persons in Iceland, Poland and Sweden. The branches 
perform similar work as the Centre but have less formal obligations. The work of the Centre is 
evaluated by The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group.  
 
In addition to the centre and its branches, five Cochrane groups are based in the Nordic countries: 
The Hepato-Biliary Group (Denmark), The Colorectal Cancer Group (Denmark), The Anaesthesia 
Group (Denmark), The Occupational Health Group (Finland) and The Norwegian satellite of the 
Effective Practice and Organisation of Care Group (Norway). 
 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre and the three groups based in Denmark are financed by the Danish 
Government. Other funders are listed in the Annual Reports (http://www.cochrane.dk/). We do not 
accept industry funding. 
 
Citizens in Denmark, Iceland, Norway, Poland and Sweden, and almost all physicians in Finland, 
have free access to The Cochrane Library on the Internet, and The Cochrane Library is often 
consulted in these countries.  
 

Selected achievements in 2011 
 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre contributes substantially to The Cochrane Collaboration, particularly 
in research and IT development.  

http://www.cochrane.org/�
http://www.cochrane.dk/�
http://www.cochrane.dk/�
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Research  
The Centre is strong in research. In the 5-year period from 2006 to 2010, we published 32 papers 
in “the big six”: Lancet, BMJ, JAMA, Annals of Internal Medicine, PLoS Medicine and New 
England Journal of Medicine. Much of this research is of a methodological nature, which 
contributes to improving the quality and reliability of Cochrane reviews and of randomised trials.  
 
We have updated several Cochrane reviews performed by staff members and we also work on 
new reviews, focusing on issues of major importance for public health or for our national 
economies. For example, we published a Cochrane protocol on general health checks in 2011. 
 
We have started a series of PhD courses of relevance for production of Cochrane reviews and for 
dissemination of the principles for evidence-based medicine and held a course on systematic 
reviews and one on methodology in 2011.  
 
Selective reporting of favourable results is the biggest threat to evidence-based medicine and to 
the reliability of Cochrane reviews. Published reports of drug trials are not reliable, but generally 
exaggerate the benefits and downplay or omit the harms. The result of this is unnecessary and 
harmful treatment of patients, and we have therefore prioritised to get access to unpublished data 
at drug agencies.  
 
Helped by the European ombudsman, who concluded his investigations by announcing publicly 
that the European Medicines Agency's refusal of giving us access to clinical study reports and 
corresponding protocols was an instance of maladministration, we were granted access in 2010, 
after 3 years of trying.  
 
This is very important progress for evidence-based medicine, as our case has set a precedent. It 
is now possible to get access to such documents, which in many cases contain detailed 
descriptions of the results and the adverse effects in the form of anonymised individual patient 
data allowing an independent, blinded assessment of the events.  
 
We are currently negotiating with other European drug agencies about getting access, and we 
also work at the political level in the European Parliament and Commission to gain support to the 
idea that we must share all data from all clinical trials, including anonymised individual patient 
data, irrespective of the source of funding. We wrote a Cochrane Statement about this in 2011 
and published a long report explaining the issues in the journal Trials, which quickly became the 
most viewed paper in the journal. 
 
We have expanded on our research collaboration with colleagues internationally, primarily with 
researchers in Canada, Norway, UK, and USA. We co-author guidelines setting standards for 
good reporting of research: CONSORT for trials, STROBE for observational studies, PRISMA for 
systematic reviews and SPIRIT for protocols (in development).  
 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre itself is also international. Currently, our staff represents eight 
different nations and three continents, Europe, Africa and Asia. 
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IT development 
One of the Nordic Cochrane Centre’s core contributions to The Cochrane Collaboration is to 
produce two central software tools: RevMan and Archie – together known as the Information 
Management System or IMS. RevMan is the desktop application that gives Cochrane authors a 
user-friendly interface to the complex structure of Cochrane reviews. Archie is the central web 
application where all Cochrane groups manage their members, reviews, documents and editorial 
workflows.  
 
The IMS team currently consists of six people (a seventh position is vacant) working in different 
areas of software development. We are continuously working on developing new versions of both 
systems and are also responsible for the operation of the Archie servers. 
 
In 2011 The Cochrane Collaboration reaffirmed the IMS team’s status as a core team by agreeing 
to change the funding model from being project-based to a long-term model covering the salaries 
of core team members. In the organisational structure of The Cochrane Collaboration, the team 
now reports to the Cochrane Editorial Unit in London instead of reporting to The Cochrane 
Collaboration Steering Group.  
 
In March 2011 we released RevMan 5.1 with more than 80 new features, including an updated 
tool for assessment of risk of bias in studies, a calculator tool for facilitating study data entry, 
PRISMA flow diagrams for describing the selection of studies, and easier creation of Summary of 
Findings tables.  
 
We contributed considerably to reducing paper work and administration in the Collaboration by 
turning several paper-based forms into web forms managed in Archie. In January 2011, 
monitoring forms for Cochrane Review Groups were released; in February, License for Publication 
forms for review authors; in May, Declaration of Interest forms for review authors; and towards the 
end of the year we have worked on monitoring forms for Cochrane Centres and Fields (released 
January 2012). 
 
We have developed and piloted the system for managing the editorial workflows of Cochrane 
Review Groups over a few years, and in 2011 the Collaboration decided upon the final 
modifications to make the system ready for roll-out to all Review Groups. We started the 
development work in May and released the finalised system in October 2011. The result is a 
unique system that guides its users towards following agreed best practice but also allows a 
certain degree of customisation required in an organisation as diverse as The Cochrane 
Collaboration. 
 
In October we released the first version of an online editor for Cochrane reviews. This tool has the 
advantage over the desktop application, RevMan, that it can be used on any computer connected 
to the  internet without the need for other software than a standard web browser. The editor is 
currently limited to the main text sections of reviews (excluding tables, figures, etc.) but we plan to 
expand its scope gradually to cover more sections. 
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Dissemination 
We actively disseminate the results of our own research and those contained in Cochrane reviews 
to the public, most often via journalists who contact us every week. Every year, there are many 
articles in Ugeskrift for Læger (the Journal of the Danish Medical Association) that comment on 
Cochrane reviews from a Danish perspective. 
 
 

Review Groups in the Nordic region 

Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group  
The group was registered on 29 March 1996 and is based in Copenhagen. Issue 1 of The 
Cochrane Library 2012 contained 126 reviews and 96 protocols. For further information, see The 
Cochrane Library or http://ctu.rh.dk/chbg.  

Cochrane Colorectal Cancer Group  
The group was registered on 27 January 1998 and is based in Copenhagen. Issue 1 of The 
Cochrane Library 2011 contained 74 reviews and 59 protocols. For further information, see The 
Cochrane Library or http://www.cccg.dk/. 

Cochrane Anaesthesia Group  
The Anaesthesia Group (CARG) was registered in February 2000 and is based in Copenhagen. 
Issue 1 of The Cochrane Library 2011 contained 70 reviews and 65 protocols. For further 
information, see The Cochrane Library or http://www.carg.cochrane.org/. 

Cochrane Occupational Safety and Health Group 
The Occupational Safety and Health Group was registered in July 2010 and is based in Kuopio. 
Issue 1 of The Cochrane Library 2011 contained 2 reviews. For further information, see The 
Cochrane Library or  http://www.ttl.fi/partner/cohf/Pages/default.aspx. 

Norwegian Satellite of the Cochrane Effective Practice and 
Organisation of Care (EPOC) Group 
The Norwegian EPOC Satellite was launched in Oslo in November 2006. The aim of the satellite 
is to support review authors in low- and middle-income countries (LMIC) and reviews relevant to 
LMIC, as well as supporting EPOC review authors in the Nordic area. For further information, see 
The Cochrane Library. 
 

Nordic Cochrane reviews 
In the 1st issue of 2012 of The Cochrane Library, 128 reviews and 58 protocols were listed with a 
Nordic contact address: 

 

http://ctu.rh.dk/chbg�
http://www.cccg.dk/�
http://www.carg.cochrane.org/�
http://www.carg.cochrane.org/�
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Country Reviews Protocols 
DENMARK 66 31 
FINLAND 24 9 
NORWAY 28 11 
POLAND 1 3 
RUSSIA 4 0 
SWEDEN 5 4 
Total 128 58 

 

 

Advisory Board for the Nordic Cochrane Centre 
The Advisory Board for the Nordic Cochrane Centre provides advice and support about the 
strategic direction for activities within the Centre. In 2011, the members were: 
 
Doug Altman, Professor of Statistics in Medicine, Oxford, UK 
Gerd Antes, Director, German Cochrane Centre 
Mike Clarke, former Director, UK Cochrane Centre 
Fiona Godlee, Editor-in-Chief, BMJ 
Niels Würgler Hansen, Head of Divison, Danish Ministry of Health 
Richard Horton, Editor-in-Chief, The Lancet 
Sine Jensen, Senior Health Adviser, Danish Consumer Council 
Cindy Mulrow, Editor, Annals of Internal Medicine  
Maryann Napoli, Associate Director, Center for Medical Consumers, USA  
Drummond Rennie, Editor, JAMA 
David Tovey, Editor-in-Chief, The Cochrane Collaboration 
Erick Turner, Department of Psychiatry, Oregon Health & Science University 
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Plans on http://www.cochrane.dk/). Currently, the funders for The Nordic Cochrane Centre are:  
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• The Danish Government  
• The Danish Medical Research Council 
• Rigshospitalet 
• Sygekassernes Helsefond 
• Trygfonden 
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Publications in 2011 by staff at The Nordic Cochrane 
Centre 
New or updated Cochrane reviews and protocols 
 
Christensen M, Lundh A. Medication review of hospitalized patients to prevent morbidity and  
mortality (Protocol). Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 2. Art. No.: 
CD008986.  

Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Nystatin prophylaxis and treatment in severely immunodepressed 
patients. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 9. Art. No.: CD002033. 

Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Routine versus selective antifungal administration for control of 
fungal infections in patients with cancer. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 
9. Art. No.: CD000026. 

Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. House dust mite control measures for asthma. Cochrane Database 
of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 7. Art. No.: CD001187. 

Johansen HK, Gøtzsche PC. Amphotericin B lipid soluble formulations versus amphotericin B in 
cancer patients with neutropenia. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 9. Art. 
No.: CD000969. 

Johansen HK, Gøtzsche PC. Amphotericin B versus fluconazole for controlling fungal infections in 
neutropenic cancer patients. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 9. Art. No.: 
CD000239. 

Johansen HK, Gøtzsche PC. Vaccines for preventing infection with Pseudomonas aeruginosa in 
cystic fibrosis. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 5. Art. No.: CD001399. 

Krogsbøll LT, Jørgensen KJ, Gøtzsche PC. General health checks for reducing morbidity and 
mortality from disease (Protocol). Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 2. Art. 
No.: CD009009. 

Lundh A, Lexchin J, Sismondo S, Busuioc OA, Bero L. Industry sponsorship and research 
outcome (Protocol).Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 9. Art. No.: 
MR000033. 

Dissertation 

Jørgensen AW. Robustness of results and conclusions in systematic reviews, trials and abstracts 
(PhD thesis). Copenhagen: Own Publisher; 2011:1-77. Defended 16 Nov 2011 at the University of 
Copenhagen. 

Journal articles, books 
 
Brorson S, Frich LH, Winther A, Hrobjartsson A. Locking plate osteosynthesis in displaced 4-part 
fractures of the proximal humerus. Acta Orthop 2011;82(4):475-81. 
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Gotzsche PC. Lovforslaget om kliniske forsøg viger uden om de allerstørste problemer. Ugeskr 
Laeger 2011;173(11):840. 

Gotzsche PC. Re: Time to stop mammography screening? CMAJ 2011;(183):1957-8. 

Gotzsche PC. Hvorfor fejlinformerer Sundhedsstyrelsen om mammografiscreening? Videnskab.dk 
2011; http://videnskab.dk/krop-sundhed/hvorfor-fejlinformerer-sundhedsstyrelsen-om-
mammografiscreening. 

Gotzsche PC. Medicinalindustriens forskningsfusk og de købte læger. 2011; 
http://videnskab.dk/kultur-samfund/medicinalindustriens-forskningsfusk-og-de-kobte-laeger. 

Gotzsche PC. Åbent brev til Lundbeck om antidepressiva og selvmord. Videnskab dk 
2011;http://videnskab.dk/krop-sundhed/abent-brev-til-lundbeck-om-antidepressiva-og-selvmord. 

Gotzsche PC, Jorgensen AW. Opening up data at the European Medicines Agency. BMJ 
2011;342:d2686. 

Gotzsche PC, Jorgensen KJ. The Breast Screening Programme and misinforming the public. J R 
Soc Med 2011;104(9):361-9. 

Gotzsche PC, Tendal B, Clarke M. Review production in The Cochrane Collaboration - where is it 
happening and why? Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2011;Suppl 1:16-9. 

Gotzsche PC. We need access to all data from all clinical trials. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 
2011;12:ED000035. 

Gotzsche PC. Niels Finsen's treatment for lupus vulgaris. J R Soc Med 2011;104(1):41-2. 

Gotzsche PC. Relation between breast cancer mortality and screening effectiveness: systematic 
review of the mammography trials. Dan Med Bull 2011;58(3):A4246. 

Gotzsche PC. Why we need easy access to all data from all clinical trials and how to accomplish 
it. Trials 2011;12(1):249. 

Higgins JP, Altman DG, Gotzsche PC, Juni P, Moher D, Oxman AD, et al. The Cochrane 
Collaboration's tool for assessing risk of bias in randomised trials. BMJ 2011;343:d5928. 

Hrobjartsson A, Boutron I. Blinding in randomized clinical trials: imposed impartiality. Clin 
Pharmacol Ther 2011;90(5):732-6. 

Hrobjartsson A, Kaptchuk TJ, Miller FG. Placebo effect studies are susceptible to response bias 
and to other types of biases. J Clin Epidemiol 2011;64(11):1223-9. 

Jorgensen KJ, Keen JD, Gotzsche PC. Is mammographic screening justifiable considering its 
substantial overdiagnosis rate and minor effect on mortality? Radiology 2011;260(3):621-7. 

Kottner J, Audige L, Brorson S, Donner A, Gajewski BJ, Hrobjartsson A, et al. Guidelines for 
Reporting Reliability and Agreement Studies (GRRAS) were proposed. Int J Nurs Stud 
2011;48(6):661-71. 
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Kottner J, Audige L, Brorson S, Donner A, Gajewski BJ, Hrobjartsson A, et al. Guidelines for 
Reporting Reliability and Agreement Studies (GRRAS) were proposed. J Clin Epidemiol 
2011;64(1):96-106. 

Krogsboll LT. Helbredsundersøgelser. Hvad er der evidens for? Månedsskrift for Praktisk 
Lægegerning 2011;98(11):897-905. 

Krogsbøll LT. Er helkropsskanning af raske en god ide? 2011. http://videnskab.dk/blog/er-
helkropsskanning-af-raske-en-god-ide. 

Lundh A. At være eller ikke være 'syg'. 2011. http://videnskab.dk/blog/vaere-eller-ikke-vaere-syg. 

Lundh A. Den lægevidenskabelige revolution er afblæst. 2011. http://videnskab.dk/blog/den-
laegevidenskabelige-revolution-er-afblaest. 

Lundh A. Forskningsdetektiverne. 2011.http://videnskab.dk/blog/forskningsdetektiverne. 

Lundh A, Christensen M, Jorgensen AW. International or national publication of case reports. Dan 
Med Bull 2011;58(2):A4242. 

Lundh A, Krogsboll LT, Gotzsche PC. Access to data in industry-sponsored trials. Lancet 
2011;378(9808):1995-6. 

Nielsen M, Gotzsche P. An analysis of psychotropic drug sales. Increasing sales of selective 
serotonin reuptake inhibitors are closely related to number of products. Int J Risk Saf Med 
2011;23(2):125-32. 

Schroll JB, Moustgaard R, Gotzsche PC. Dealing with substantial heterogeneity in Cochrane 
reviews. Cross-sectional study. BMC Med Res Methodol 2011;11:22. 

Suhrke P, Maehlen J, Schlichting E, Jorgensen KJ, Gotzsche PC, Zahl PH. Effect of 
mammography screening on surgical treatment for breast cancer in Norway: comparative analysis 
of cancer registry data. BMJ 2011;343:d4692. 

Tendal B, Nuesch E, Higgins JP, Juni P, Gotzsche PC. Multiplicity of data in trial reports and the 
reliability of meta-analyses: empirical study. BMJ 2011;343:d4829. 

Zahl PH, Gotzsche PC, Maehlen J. Natural history of breast cancers detected in the Swedish 
mammography screening programme: a cohort study. Lancet Oncol 2011;12(12):1118-24. 

Letters, book reviews, etc 
 
Gotzsche PC, Jorgensen KJ. Kopans, Smith and Duffy Misrepresent Facts about Mammographic 
Screening. Radiology 2011;http://radiology.rsna.org/content/260-
3/616.short/reply#radiology_el_243781. 
 
Gotzsche PC, Lundh A. Vigtig deklarering af interessekonflikter. Dagens Medicin 2011;13:27. 
 
Gotzsche PC. [Control should be counteracted]. Ugeskr Laeger 2011;173(33):1991. 
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Gotzsche PC. Mammography screening ten years on: reflections on a decade since the 2001 
review. The Cochrane Collaboration 2011;http://www.cochrane.org/news/blog/mammography-
screening-ten-years-reflections-decade-2001-review. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Stop medicinudgifternes himmelflugt. Politiken 5 marts 2011. 
http://politiken.dk/debat/kroniker/ECE1214179/stop-medicinudgifternes-himmelflugt/ 
 
Gotzsche PC. UK drug regulator destroys all evidence after 15 years. BMJ 2011;343:d4203. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Unreliable studies are quoted instead of reliable ones. CMAJ 2011;183:1957-8. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Psykiaterne har ukritisk accepteret ssri-præparaterne. Dagens Medicin 
2011;http://www.dagensmedicin.dk/opinion/debat/psykiaterne-har-ukritisk-accepteret-ssri-
praparaterne/. 
 
Gotzsche PC. RE: Peter Gøtzsche burde anerkende det vigtige forskningssamarbejde, der 
foregår mellem læger og medicinalindustrien. Ugeskr Laeger 2011;173(8):599-600. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Selektiv rapportering er et stort problem. Ugeskr Laeger 2011;173(15):1154. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Vigtig debat om gavnlige og skadelige virkninger. Dagens Medicin 2011;14:29. 
 
Gotzsche PC, Jorgensen KJ. RE: Overdiagnosis from non-progressive cancer detected by 
screening mammography: stochastic simulation study with calibration to population based registry 
data. BMJ 2011;343:d7017. 
 
Gotzsche PC, Jorgensen KJ. RE: RE: Overdiagnosis from non-progressive cancer detected by 
screening mammography: stochastic simulation study with calibration to population based registry 
data. BMJ 2011;343:d7017. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Cancer specific mortality is biased in breast screening trials. BMJ 2011;343:d6395. 
 
Gotzsche PC. Total mortality should be the primary outcome in cancer screening trials. BMJ 
2011;(343):d6397. 
 
Jorgensen KJ, Gotzsche PC. Elementary flaws in the FH01 study. Lancet Oncol 2011;12(3):215-
6. 
 
Jorgensen KJ, Gotzsche PC. The proposed review will not be independent without NICE. BMJ 
2011;343:d7533. 
 
Jorgensen KJ, Hrobjartsson A, Gotzsche PC. Leibovici's non-study must be excluded from the 
Cochrane review. http://www cochranefeedback com/cf/cda/citation do?id=10133#10133 2011; 
 
Jorgensen KJ, Zahl PH, Gotzsche PC. More on screening mammography. N Engl J Med 
2011;364(3):284-6. 



A n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  T h e  N o r d i c  C o c h r a n e  C e n t r e  2 0 1 1  

11 

 
Jorgensen KJ. Flawed methods explain the effect of mammography screening in Nijmegen. Br J 
Cancer 2011;105(4):592-3. 
 
Krogsboll LT, Jorgensen KJ, Gotzsche PC. [Should the population be offered general health 
screenings?]. Ugeskr Laeger 2011;173(23):1671. 
 
Lunde IM, Gotzsche PC. [Transparency, reliability and conflict of interest]. Ugeskr Laeger 
2011;173(33):1989. 
 
Suhrke P, Maehlen J, Schlichting E, Jorgensen KJ, Gotzsche PC, Zahl PH. RE: Effect of 
mammography screening on surgical treatment for breast cancer in Norway: comparative analysis 
of cancer registry data. BMJ 2011;343:d4692. 
 
Epub ahead of print 
 
Brorson S, Rasmussen JV, Frich LH, Olsen BS, Hrobjartsson A. Benefits and harms of locking 
plate osteosynthesis in intraarticular (OTA Type C) fractures of the proximal humerus: A 
systematic review. Injury 2011; 
 
Jorgensen KJ, Gotzsche PC. Unclear methods in estimate of screening effect in women aged 40-
49 years. Cancer 2011; 
 
Moher D, Hopewell S, Schulz KF, Montori V, Gotzsche PC, Devereaux PJ, et al. CONSORT 2010 
explanation and elaboration: Updated guidelines for reporting parallel group randomised trials. Int 
J Surg 2011; 
 
Nielsen M, Hansen EH, Gotzsche PC. What is the difference between dependence and 
withdrawal reactions? A comparison of benzodiazepines and selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitors. Addiction 2011; 
 
Gotzsche PC, Jorgensen KJ, Zahl PH, Maehlen J. Why mammography screening has not lived up 
to expectations from the randomised trials. Cancer Causes Control 2011;  
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