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Centre for Language Learning
Center for Language Learning (CLL) was founded as a research unit under the Department of 
Language and Communication at the University of Southern Denmark on February 1st, 2017. 
The center was created in order to agglutinate researchers from the aforementioned depart-
ment with an interest in the research area of language learning. Currently, the center comprises 
the following members: Teresa Cadierno, Laila Kjærbæk, Marit Carolin Clausen, Thomas O. 
Madsen, Mona Have Nielsen and Annette Esbensen. In addition, there is an associated member 
of the center, Sissal Maria Rasmussen, from the University of the Faroe Islands.

The center is an interdisciplinary research unit focusing on different aspects of first language 
(L1) and second language (L2) acquisition and use (including bilingualism and multilingual-
ism) by both children and adults, and by typical and atypical populations. The center covers 
both basic and applied research within the aforementioned research areas, using both quantita-
tive and qualitative methodologies but with a heavier emphasis on the former. Research at the 
center draws on theoretical approaches and perspectives drawn from linguistics (including 
cognitive linguistics/usage-based approaches, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics), psychology, 
sociology, speech and language therapy, audiology, medicine, pedagogy, as well as teaching and 
education research.

More specifically, some of the topics covered by the center members include:

L1 acquisition and use: research is conducted in the areas of children’s phonological, lexical and 
morphological development. With respect to the former, research focuses on the development 
of Danish phonology in typically developing children, children with hearing loss, bilingual 
children (e.g., Danish-German) and children with speech disorders; Regarding the latter, re-
search examines the development of inflectional morphology in Danish-speaking children, the 
interaction between different factors (e.g., input (frequency), transparency, productivity) in the 
acquisition of inflectional morphology in Danish-speaking children, the development of com-
pounds and derivatives in Danish-speaking children, and the development of morpho-syntax 
in relation to linguistic input and linguistic theory. In addition, the center covers research into 
the development of language strategies in preschool and the development of new methods for 
language assessment and language stimulation in e.g. kindergarten class. Finally, the center 
focuses on speech and language therapy in relation to hearing impairment as well as speech and 
language disorders (e.g., clinical markers, assessment and intervention methods).
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L2 acquisition and use: research is conducted on early language learning in primary schools 
with focus on the role of starting age, individual factors and out-of-classroom exposure in the 
acquisition of L2 English; and on acquisition of different second/foreign languages (Spanish, 
English and Danish) by adolescents and adult language learners. This research has focused on 
the acquisition and teaching of different grammatical phenomena from the perspective of cog-
nitive linguistics/usage-based linguistics, and specifically, examining the implications of Slo-
bin’s thinking-for-speaking hypothesis for second language acquisition. In addition, the center 
covers research into the development of new methods for language assessment and language 
stimulation of bilingual preschool children.

The article that is included in this special issue of RASK addresses one of the research in-
terests of the center, namely, the development of new methods for language assessment and 
language stimulation in monolingual, bilingual and multilingual children. The content of the 
article taps into three of the research areas that will constitute the center’s focus of research in 
the future, namely, 1) investigate how bilingual children’s language skills can best be measured, 
e.g. in relation to the development of L1 Danish abilities; 2) develop and investigate new meth-
ods better suited for language assessment of monolingual, bilingual and multilingual children 
in preschool and kindergarten class; and 3) develop and investigate new methods for general 
and focused language stimulation of monolingual, bilingual and multilingual children in pre-
school, kindergarten class and in the home.

In addition to this line of inquiry, future research at the CLL will continue examining the de-
velopment of L2 English abilities by Danish primary school children who started learning Eng-
lish at different ages in order to address the “the younger, the better” debate, i.e., does an early 
introduction to English in primary school lead to higher degrees of L2 proficiency both in terms 
of learning rate and language attainment at the end primary school? Other research areas that 
will be prioritized at the CLL are the development of L2 lexis and grammar from the theoretical 
perspective of usage-based/cognitive linguistics, children’s development of grammatical skills 
as well as the development of new assessment and intervention tools.
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