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Mind

in the Anthropocene

Modern cognitive science emerged in the  
period after the second world war, an era  
marked by technological optimism in the face  
of global military challenges. Spurred on by  
advances in computational technology,  
scientists began to see the mind as a machine  
for solving problems. Is this view of the mind  
still relevant in the face of today's global  
challenges? What might a programme of  
research for studying the mind look like if it 
were set up today? And how have approaches  
to the study of the mind already moved away 
from the earlier machine-based model?

In this series of talks, cognitive scientists,  
philosophers, and earth systems scientists will  
respond to these questions, presenting alternati-
ve foundations for studying the mind in a manner 
suitable for a future in which humanity’s major 
challenges arise from the fact that human acti-
vity has reshaped the planet, and from the fact 
that human activity will have to be reshaped in 
turn if our planet is to have a sustainable future.


