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“Disability is part of the human
condition. Almost everyone will
be temporarily or permanently
impaired at some point in life,
and those who survive to old
age will experience increasing
difficulties in functioning.”
(World Report on Disability

by World Health Organization
2011, p. 3)

Rehabilitation Seminar

9.30-10.00

10.00-10.10

10.10-10.25

10.25-11.20

11.20-11.50

11.50-12.30

12.30-13.30

Check in and breakfast with coffe
Hans Lund: Welcome and introduction

Ole Skett: The understanding of disability in health research
and practice

Jerome E. Bickenbach: ICF the only game in town

The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) is
a globally implemented statistical, clinical and scientific research tool as well
as a conceptualization of functioning and disability from the perspective of
health. This is why disability studies researchers should be familiar with and
apply the ICF: it is the only game in town.

Inge S Bonfils: Using the ICF in social work services for people
with intellectual disabilities — implications and challenges.

The presentation will illustrate dilemmas, challenges and professional im-
plications when social workers are using the ICF in services for people with
intellectual disabilities. The presentation highlights how the professional
culture, institutional and political context have an impact on the use of the
tool.

: Jerome E. Bickenbach & Inge S Bonfils
(Moderator: Hans Lund)

Lunch

13.30-14.00

14.00-14.30

14.30-15.00

15.00-16.00

Ejgil Jespersen: Life on Mount Obstacle
Dis-ease of existence is a human condition. By
adding a dash to the concept of disease the literal
sense of the word comes to the fore, namely
discomfort and inconvenience implying some
movement constraints that can be described as an
experienced lack of ease. This concerns everybody
and not only minority groups in terms of "persons
with disabilities".

Anne-Marie S. Christensen: Disabilities and
the Capabilities Approach. The question of
disability is a vast one, for the cognitive and physi-
cal impairments that "people with disabilities" have
throughout their lives are similar in degree and
kind to the disabilities that "normal” human beings
experience as they age. Therefore, according to
Martha Nussbaum, we need an alternate model
that can accommodate this continuity and be used
to assess human development: the Capabilities Ap-
proach.

Coffee break

: Jerome E.
Bickenbach, Inge S Bonfils, Ejgil Jespersen,
Anne-Marie S Christensen, Jens Olesen
(moderator: Hans Lund)
While demystifying the ‘specialness’ of disability,
we also need to acknowledge that the personal
and social burdens of disability are unevenly
distributed. Therefore, any justifiable universal-
ism must take particularity and difference into
account.

Jens Olesen is introducing the panel discussion
with a case study of Parkinson’s disease confront-
ing the fragmented medical, objective and norma-
tive snapshot of disability and the inter-subjective
description and narrative of the lived experience
of a person with a disability.
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Ole Skegtt, professor, PhD, Dean of Faculty
of Health, University of Southern Denmark

Jerome E. Bickenbach; Disability Policy
Unit Head, Swiss Paraplegic Research,
Professor at the Department of Health Sci-
ences & Health Policy at the University of
Lucerne, and Steering Committee member,
ICF Research Branch, WHO-FIC Collaborat-
ing Centre in Germany (at DIMDI)

Inge Storgaard Bonfils; Research and de-
velopment consultant, Ph.d., cand. scient.
pol., Institute of Social Work, Metropoli-
tan University College, Copenhagen and
Chairing Danish Network on Disability
Resaearch.

Anne-Marie S. Christensen; associate
professor in philosophy, Ph.d., Department
for the Study of Culture, University of
Southern Denmark

Ejgil Jespersen; associate professor in
sport, movement and handicap and head
of the Centre of Adapted Physical Activity
Participation Studies, Department of Sport
Science and Biomechanics, University of
Southern Denmark

Hans Lund; ass. professor, head of studies
for master in rehabilitation and master of
science in physiotherapy. SEARCH (Synthe-
sis of Evidence and Research), Research
Unit for Musculoskeletal Function and
Physiotherapy, University of Southern Den-
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Jens Olesen; Clinical supervisor, Master of
Education, Physiotherapeutic specialist in
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