
Automation Futures

Automation is changing the way we work, think, and col-
laborate. For better or worse, robots are widely expected 
to take our jobs, disrupt industries, and transform society. 
The possibilities of automation drive economic and tech-
nological visions of the future, informing ideas about edu-
cation, work, manufacturing, growth, and leisure. The fully 
automated future will be one of self-driving cars, hamburg-
er-flipping robots, and delivery drones. But what is real, 
and what is science fiction? And what is automation, after 
all, historically and presently?
 
In line with the mission of The Centre for Culture and Tech-
nology, this Techforum brings together scholars and engi-
neers to critically examine and discuss automation and its 
implications. The ambition is to stimulate interdisciplinary 
conversations that open up new perspectives on what the 
automated future holds in store.   

All are welcome. The event is funded by the Independent Research Fund Denmark, Drone Imaginaries:  
www.sdu.dk/diac and connected to the Center for Culture and Technology at SDU www.sdu.dk/en/cult-tech

30. September
13.00-16.00
SDU 2021
Campus Odense. D-IAS
Register at https://event.sdu.dk/te-
chforum/conference

#
TechForum

Program: 
13:00 - 13:10 Introduction Stig Børsen Hansen
13:10 - 13:40 “Ambitions versus reality – Examples of 

what we can automate today, and where 
we fail” Christian Schlette, SDU, Robotics 

13:40 - 13:50 Q&A
13:50 - 14:20    A Brief Cultural History of Automation 

Dominique Routhier, SDU 
14:20 - 14:30 Q&A
14:30 - 14:45 Pause
14:45 - 15:15 “Alpine Imaginaries, Earthly Realities: 

The Fourth Industrial Revolution in Den-
mark” Kasper Schiølin, Aarhus University 

15:15 - 15:25 Q&A
15:25 - 16:00  General discussion

http://www.sdu.dk/diac
http://www.sdu.dk/diac
https://clients.mapsindoors.com/sdu/573f26e4bc1f571b08094312/details/bfd83e7364b443248a5f4d2c

